In the title compound, C 19 H 22 N 3 O + ÁBr À , the imidazole ring is approximately coplanar with the pyridine ring [dihedral angle = 0.88 (13) ] and nearly perpendicular to the benzene ring [dihedral angle = 81.70 (13) ]. O-HÁ Á ÁBr and C-HÁ Á ÁBr hydrogen bonding helps to stabilize the crystal structure. 
Related literature

Experimental
Crystal data 
Data collection
Bruker SMART CCD area-detector diffractometer Absorption correction: multi-scan (SADABS; Sheldrick, 1996) T min = 0. Table 1 Hydrogen-bond geometry (Å , ). Data collection: SMART (Bruker, 1997 ); cell refinement: SAINT (Bruker, 1997) ; data reduction: SAINT; program(s) used to solve structure: SHELXS97 (Sheldrick, 2008 ); program(s) used to refine structure: SHELXL97 (Sheldrick, 2008) ; molecular graphics: ORTEP-3 for Windows (Farrugia, 1997) ; software used to prepare material for publication: WinGX (Farrugia, 1999) . (Liddle et al., 2007; Ren et al., 2007) . These kind of ligands are of great significance to early metal catalysis and carbene chemistry (Arnold & Wilson, 2007; Chianese & Crabtree, 2005; Dyson et al., 2008; Patel et al., 2006) . The title compound, a stable precursor imidazolium salt of a tridentate alkoxide-functionalized NHC ligands, was synthesized in moderate yield by reacting [6-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)pyridin-2-yl]methanol with 2-(bromomethyl)-1,3,5-trimethylbenzene in acetonitrile.
In the title compound ( Fig. 1) , the pyridine and imidazole rings are coplanar, the dihedral angle between the plane of the pyridine ring and the plane of the imidazole ring is 0.88°. In addition, the dihedral angle between the imidazole ring and the benzene ring is 81.70 °. This might be a result of intermolecular O-H···Br interactions and steric effects. The O-H···Br and C-H···Br hydrogen bonding (Table 1) helps to stabilize the crystal structure.
Experimental
[6-(1H-Imidazol-1-yl)pyridin-2-yl]methanol was prepared with the reported methods (Hosseinzadeh et al., 2006) . The title compound was synthesized by dissolving [6-(1H-imidazol-1-yl)pyridin-2-yl]methanol (0.35 g, 2.0 mmol) and 2-(bromomethyl)-1,3,5-trimethylbenzene (0.85 g, 4.0 mmol) in 10 ml of acetonitrile. The mixture was stirred at 333 K for 15 h and the resulting precipitate was filtered, washed with ether. After removal of the solvent in vacuo the off-white crude product was purified by flash chromatography (CH 2 Cl 2 /CH 3 OH (5/1, v/v)) to afford the product as a white solid (0.60 g, 77%). Colorless single crystals suitable for X-ray diffraction were obtained at ambient temperature by slow evaporation of a CH 2 Cl 2 /CH 3 OH solution (5/1, v/v)) over a period of several days.
Refinement
All H atom were positioned geometrically with C-H = 0.93 Å (aromatic) or 0.96 Å (methyl) and O-H = 0.82 Å, and refined using a riding model with 1.5U eq (C) for methyl and U iso (H) = 1.2U eq (C,O) for others. Symmetry codes: (i) −x, −y, −z; (ii) −x, y+1/2, −z+1/2.
